


Why a read poster campaign?

In 2004, Dahlgren Memorial Library launched a READ Poster Campaign with the 
theme of ‘Cura Personalis’ during National Medical Librarians Month. The 
purpose of the READ Poster Campaign was to promote the newly founded 
Humanities Collection. The Humanities Collection was dedicated in honor of  
the late Dr. John M. Eisenberg, a prominent Georgetown University Medical 
Center physician who, as a lifelong bibliophile, believed in reading widely both 
within and outside of one’s field. Dr. Eisenberg served as the Chairman of the 
Department of Medicine and Physician-in-Chief at Georgetown from 1992-1997. 
Prior to joining Georgetown University, he held various professorships at the 
University of Pennsylvania, including the post of Chief of the Division of General 
Internal Medicine. Dr. Eisenberg’s focus on healthcare research, quality, and 
patient safety led him to serve as the Director of the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality (AHRQ) from 1997-2002. 

The Humanities Collection features literature, poetry, philosophy, history, 
biography, and other works, designed to help current and future physicians and 
scientists grow professionally and personally through developing their 
intellectual interests. Books selected by members of the Georgetown University 
Medical Center community for their individual READ Posters are added to the 
Humanities Collection. 

By offering a popular humanities and leisure reading collection, the Library 
proudly honors Dr. Eisenberg and his vision. The Library continues to promote 
the Humanities Collection by photographing other members of the Georgetown 
University Medical Center community whom they believe exemplify the concept 
of ‘Cura Personalis’.



Dominique Bailey
One Day, All Children...:  
The Unlikely Triumph 
Of Teach For America 
And What I Learned 
Along the Way ~ Wendy 
Kopp

Part of my personal 
reflection, after 
completing my teaching 
experience with Teach for 
America, included reading 
"One Day All Children." 
Written by the founder of 
Teach for America, the 
book chronicles the 
change of a dream into a 
national organization 
which focuses on 
providing excellent 
education to all children. 
Closing the achievement 
gap has been deemed the 
"new civil rights 
movement" of which I am 
proud to have been a 
participant. 

The author's premise of 
Teach for America extends 
beyond the classroom 
walls and calls for alumni 
to continue their work for 
change. This book inspires 
all those who read it to 
"dream big" and to take a 
leadership role, whether it 
be in policy, law, 
medicine, business, or 
education. In all aspects, 
we can work together to 
close the achievement gap. 



Carlos A. Suarez-Quilan

Lady Chatterley's Lover

~ D. H. Lawrence

The title of my book is Lady 
Chatterley's Lover. I read this 
book when I was quite young, 
and what I remember most 
was the class struggle between 
the entitled gentry and the 
working man, themes not 
unlike we still face in our 
times. It is also a book about 
second chances and the 
importance of the physicality 
that makes us human. Of 
course, a spring rain has never 
been the same since reading 
that book.



Hahn Soe-Lin
The Complete Works of Calvin and Hobbes  ~ Bill Watterson

“Imagination is more important than knowledge. For knowledge is limited to all we now know and 
understand, while imagination embraces the entire world, and all there ever will be to know and 
understand.” While these iconic words by Albert Einstein may seem a little abstract for us students 
in the midst of our medical education, I like to step back from the textbooks every so often and delve 
into the simple wonders and surreptitious wisdom found in Bill Watterson’s comic strip, Calvin and 
Hobbes.

An eternally six-year old boy and his best friend, a stuffed tiger, serve as a palette from which to paint 
a window into our childhood lives where creativity and imagination were unbounded by the 
constraints of adulthood. I draw inspiration from this attitude of limitless imagination to tackle the 
increasingly complex problems we face in the field of medicine and beyond!



Sean Whelton

The Collected Poems of 
WB Yeats  ~ William 
Butler Yeats

Yeats reminds me to look 
deeply into the human 
condition and to be aware 
of the romantic and 
mystical sides of the 
world.

20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea  ~ Jules Verne 

Jules Verne is all about 
pure adventure and 
escape. 20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea is at once 
an encyclopedia of what 
was known about the Sea 
and a fantastic tale of 
adventure and fantasy. 

All these classics are now 
available for free thanks 
to the Project Gutenberg. 
It is like finding a gold 
mine of the world's great 
literature. In the last few 
months I read Twain's 
The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn and 
Homer's Odyssey.



Vinny DiMaggio

The Giving Tree

~ Shel Silverstein 

Despite the inherent controversy 
and conflict surrounding its 
moral, "The Giving Tree" remains 
a powerful story for me. I was 
unaware of the history of the 
work when I first received it as a 
college graduation gift from a 
dear friend and mentor. In my 
readings, "The Giving Tree" has 
never been about identifying with 
the boy or the tree; rather, the 
story communicates what we can 
all do once we recognize our 
needs and with our, albeit 
limited, gifts. In every instance, 
even stripped down to a stump, 
the tree always has something 
worthwhile to give. The boy, on 
the other hand, always has needs; 
he recognizes when to ask and 
what for, enriching his life and 
making him better, stronger.

Acknowledging when to ask for 
help or care is prudent and as 
important as recognizing what 
and how one can give. We can be 
as bountiful as a tree in bloom or 
comforting as a stump to a weary 
man, but by recognizing our 
limitations and working together 
to improve upon and fill in the 
gaps is essential to our humanity.

At any given moment, we each have purpose, needs, 
and gifts worthy of recognition. "The Giving Tree" 
helps me keep this in mind, and inspires me as I 
pursue a career in medicine. I have been given so 
much, and taken my fair share; yet, I am rest assured 
that one day I will be "a stump" to sit upon and may 
return the favors, guidance, kindness, and love to my 
peers and patients.



Creating Significant Learning Experiences: An Integrated Approach to 
Designing College Courses ~ L. Dee Fink 

Teaching and learning is a partnership. When the focus in higher education is on 
teaching content rather than student learning, it results in an overemphasis on 
knowledge acquisition and recall and suppresses intellectual development.

In L. Dee Fink’s book, Creating Significant Learning Experiences: An Integrated 
Approach to Designing College Courses, he introduces a new taxonomy that pushes 
educators - and their students - to extend the application of learning beyond current 
course and term. It is not only about recognizing what students bring to the 
teaching/learning dynamic, but what teachers can do in the classroom to influence 
students to connect what they learn to new ideas and contexts; to become life-long 
learners; and to become passionate advocates for others.                                                                     

Peggy A. Weissinger



Jeff  Orr

Touching the Void 

~ Joe Simpson

This is a book about 
mountain climbing 
in the Andes in 
Peru. In it, the 
author recounts his 
experience of 
surviving a 100 foot 
fall after his climbing 
buddy cut the 
rope he was hanging 
from and left him for 
dead. It took him 
three days with a 
broken leg and no 
food to make the 5 
mile trek back 
to base camp. It is an 
inspiring story 
about overcoming 
obstacles and what 
the human spirit is 
capable of. Plus, it's 
a reminder that 
no matter how bad 
you think things get, 
at least you aren't 
stranded on top of a 
mountain in South 
America with a 
broken leg, no food, 
and a 5 mile hike out.



Julius Wright
Walden ~ Henry David Thoreau 
Dream Makers, Dream Breakers ~ Carl T. Rowan

I truly believe reading is fundamental to having a society of thinkers, philosophers and 
humanitarians. Each person should always cherish their power in the written word, as well as 
understand that there is power when one critique’s the writings of others. It is also one of the 
simpler forms of communication other that the spoken word. My favorite books are Walden and  
Dream Makers, Dream Breakers. These books show man’s humanity towards others or the lack 
thereof.

Every person has a place in life, no matter how they are perceived by others. Thus the written 
word allows one to broaden their perspective and comprehension of the paths that they may 
never travel, and perhaps become a little more understanding of the paths of others. This is why 
reading is essential to me.



Kara 
Abarcar

Man's Search for Meaning ~ Victor Frankl

In this book, Viktor Frankl's message is uplifting - that even in the most bleak 
and disparaging situations we have the immense potential as human beings to  
transcend suffering and make something of ourselves. Your life's meaning can 
be found through answering your calling, overcoming life's challenges, or 
building loving relationships. I have always taken this message to heart; this 
has served as my inspiration to continue my work with non-profit 
organizations abroad that focus on capacity-building and dignity restoration 
for the poor.



Elliott Crooke

For the Love of Enzymes: 
The Odyssey of a 
Biochemist 

~ Arthur Kornberg

The book I have chosen is 
Arthur Kornberg's "For the 
Love of Enzymes, The 
Odyssey of a 
Biochemist." Although I 
was considering several 
other books, 
both biomedically and 
non-biomedically related, I 
kept coming back to 
Arthur's autobiography, for 
reasons beyond the 
obvious that he was my 
postdoctoral mentor. His 
tale not only captures 
landmark 20th century 
biochemical achievements, 
but does so within the 
context of social and  
scientific issues of the 
times. Through his stories 
you see how his incredible 
focus, juxtaposed to his 
wide breadth of 
knowledge, resulted in    
his truly leading a field   
and giving rise to a whole 
generation of scientist.



Antonio Webb

The Pact 
~ Drs. Sampson 
Davis, George 
Jenkins and Rameck
Hunt

I chose “The Pact” 
because it essentially  
portrays the childhood 
that my two best 
friends and I had to 
face while growing up. 
This included poverty, 
crime, gangs, drugs 
and adversity. Even in 
this type of 
environment, we made 
a pact to not become a 
statistic. By 2014, all 3 
of us will have Medical 
Doctorate degrees, a 
milestone that 
definitely seemed 
unattainable while 
growing up in the 
rough streets of 
Louisiana.



Jamie Padmore

Ishmael: An Adventure of 
Mind and Spirit

~Daniel Quinn

Ishmael is a book that you 
read and never forget. It 
forces the reader to take an 
internal journey, deeply 
contemplating one’s own 
life and actions. The author 
challenges societal norms 
and assumptions through a 
telepathic gorilla… and any 
book with a telepathic 
gorilla is a “must read”! 



Katelyn 
McGovern

The Alchemist

~ Paulo Coelho

I have cherished The 
Alchemist's inspirational 
tale about following a 
dream since the first time 
I read it, many years 
ago. I have wanted to 
become a physician for 
most of my life and the 
story of the young 
shepherd, Santiago, 
persevering through 
hardships and obstacles 
and overcoming his fear 
of failure encouraged me 
to be proactive in 
achieving my dream.

The Alchemist is also a 
wonderful example that 
the journey to achieving 
one's dream is often just 
as important as the 
realization of that dream-
- just as I am learning 
through my journey to 
become a physician. 



Helen Scarry

The Story of a Soul ~ John Clarke

I was eleven years old when I borrowed a copy of The Story of a Soul from St. 
John’s School library in Kingsbridge, New York. More than reading an 
autobiography I met a saint who has been part of my life journey ever 
since. Within the covers of that book I encountered St. Thérèse of Lisieux, 
known to many as “the greatest saint of modern  times.” She is that indeed, and 
more, she is my friend.



Study Without Stress: 

Mastering the Medical Sciences
~ Eugenia G. Kelman

This is a book that I discovered while here at Georgetown, a useful collection of 
ideas that can help guide the ever-ongoing process of learning how  to learn. 



Judy Blooms

The Samurai's Garden 
~ Gail Tsukiyama

I love to read! Through books 
I took fantastic journeys as a 
child. I fell in love with the 
illustrations as well. Such 
wonderful and vivid 
memories! 

My latest literary journey has 
been with Gail Tsukiyama. In 
“The Samurai’s Garden”, her 
focused, sparce renderings of 
war-time China and Japan 
lead me to places beyond 
description. With few words 
she takes her readers to other 
worlds of place, time, and 
thought. The author’s style is 
much like that of a master 
painter. Ms. Tsukiyama
doesn’t burden us with 
limitless detail, as in a busy 
photograph. Rather, she 
creates a landscape that 
includes only the bare 
essentials, uncrowded by stuff, 
allowing us space to step in 
and be part of the moment. It 
must be true poverty to be 
illiterate.



Irma 
Frank

The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything: A Spirituality for Real 
Life"   ~  James Martin

This book allowed me to appreciate the Jesuit spirituality in real life in 
context of family, work, friendship and joy. The firsthand accounts of 
personal experiences are linked to broader religious interpretations 
throughout the book. I recommend this book to anybody that wants to 
understand the traditional wisdom that the Jesuits use to help other 
people in their everyday lives - and to put their own experiences in a 
wide ranging spiritual context. 



Meghan Murphy

Photo 

forthcoming



Jack the Bulldog



Past READ Poster Honorees
Dr. William Ayers, Emeritus Faculty, GUMC

Dr. Mary Beth Connell, Chair, Medical Alumni Board, GUMC

Ike Okwuosa, SOM, Class of 2010

Mary Puttmann, SOM, Class of 2010

Linda Gwinn, SOM, Assistant Dean for Curriculum Management

Tabia Collins-Mitchell, GEMS Student

Dr. Ken Dretchen, Ph.D., Department of Pharmacology

Irene Jillson,  Ph.D., Faculty, School of Nursing & Health Studies

Susan Richards White, Nursing Student

Meghan Maslanka, SMP Student

Dr. William Reichel, Emeritus Faculty, GUMC

Diana Kassar, SOM , Administrator/Controller

Dr. Joy Drass, Former President, Georgetown University Hospital

David Pollock, SOM, Assistant Dean for Financial Aid

Alexander Engelman, SOM, Class of 2011

Dr. Eileen Moore, SOM, Assistant Dean for Community Education & Advocacy

James F. Martin, SOM, Class of 2009

Carolyn Hurley, Ph.D., Department of Oncology

Dr. Louis M. Weiner, Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center



Past READ Poster Honorees

Claiborne Childs, SOM, Class of 2011

Sheanita Howard, SOM, Class of 2010

Carlos Antonio Rivas, SOM, Class of 2012

Paul McCarren, S.J., Medical Center Campus Ministry

Barbara Bayer, Ph.D. Department of Neuroscience

David L. Taylor, M.Ed., SOM Special Programs

M. Janet Thomas, M.Ed., Center for Child & Human Development

Dr. Audrey E. Lung, Department of Pediatrics

Jeanne Walther, M.A.T., SOM Registrar

Joseph Truglio, SOM, Class of 2007

Jeremy Raider Estrada, SOM, Class of 2009

Jason C. Nesbit, Master’s Candidate, Health Systems Administration, SNHS

Howard J. Federoff, M.D., Ph.D. Executive Vice President & Dean, GUMC

Gene T. Ford, SOM, Assistant Dean for Admissions, (Retired) 

Jett McCann, M.L.S., DM/AHIP, Director, Dahlgren Memorial Library

Mfoniso Okon, School of Medicine, Class of 2011

Alexis M. Jeannotte, Ph.D. Candidate, Interdisciplinary Program, Neuroscience

Alex W. Daubert, Undergraduate, Healthcare Management & Policy, SNHS

Herbert B. Herscowitz, Ph.D, Sr. Associate Dean for Faculty & Academic Affairs



Jane Blumenthal, Past Library Director, Assistant Dean for Knowledge Management

F. Dan Davis, Ph.D., SOM, Associate Dean, Educational Planning & Evaluation

Dr. Donald M. Knowlan, SOM, Clinical Faculty, Cardiology

Dr. Princy Kumar, Professor of Medicine & Microbiology, Chief of Infectious Diseases

Dr. Vassilios Papadopoulos, Past Director, Biomedical Graduate Research Organization

Joy Williams, SOM, Assistant Dean for Students and Special Programs

Dr. Stuart Bondurant, Past Interim Executive Vice President

Dr. Gary L. Filerman, Chair & Professor Health Systems Administration, SNHS

Dr. Bette Keltner, Dean School of Nursing & Health Studies

Dr. Stephen R. Mitchell, SOM, Dean for Medical Education

Dr. Susan E. Mulroney, Professor, Department of Physiology & Biophysics

Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino, Emeritus Professor of Medicine & Medical Ethics

Dr. Richard Pestell, Past Director & Charlotte Gragnani Chair, LCC

Dr. Craig Ramey, Director, Center for Health & Education, SNHS

Dr. Shyrl Sistrunk, SOM, Associate Dean for Curriculum & Assessment 

Past READ Poster Honorees
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